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Building  
A pond



James Ryan 

Killsalagh (2020) 





















Source of Jame’s liner 
https://bradshawsdirect.co.uk/pond-liners/



Pond stories
Friends from Louisburgh told us about their ponds



Maureen Joyce

Killsalagh (2005)


Maureen’s beautiful garden is part 
of the Clew Bay Garden Trail. The 
pond is beautiful! These photos 
don’t make it justice.


Lined, her pond harbors frogs, 
damselflies and dragonflies


She has had some issues with 
pond weed control



Wendy Woo

Curramalley (2018)


Only deepest part of the pond is lined, they cannot line the 
whole pond because there is a big bolder at the site. 
Shallows do dry out in dry weather but not the entire pond. 


They did not dig but they built up as on the bottom of a hill. 
The deepest part is 3-4 ft to stop freezing in winter.


Eventually needed an overflow channel built.

 

They planted native pond plants (Bogbean, water Forget-
me-not, Marsh Marigold, Spearwart plant) and they left some 
rushes for dragon fly to climb out. The pond has gentle 
slopes for animals to climb out on.


They introduced frogs as spawn.


Tips and tricks:

- Rake the leaves in late autumn




Wendy Woo



Will Williams
Donegal (2016)


Originally meant to be a 2 × 3m pond it ended up being a 15 × 30m (!) It took about 
8 hours of digging. No plastic lining. Filled up naturally in about two days, it has 
never dried out.


The excavated material was formed into 2m high banks about 3 m from the edge 
of the pond in 4 locations around the pond. Eventually needed an overflow 
channel.


Planted with Reed Mace which was growing locally and other wetland plants 
growing on the land. Others came in naturally. Big mistake was adding some 
Canadian pond weed that expanded rapidly and was taken out a few months later.


The banks were planted with bare root natives and a wild flower mix. 


Frogs colonized within a few weeks. The first summer they had 3 species of pond 
beetle and 2 types of dragonfly.



Gareth Lewis
Askillaun (2024)


A series of “mini ponds” on the hill in Askillaun, just dug. 

No lining. The ponds are shallow, about a spade deep. The area was naturally wet 
and ponds were filled in a couple of hours. He expects for the ponds to dry in 
summer but serve as intermittent habitat. He’s not planning on planting them, but 
leave them to be colonized naturally.



Tommy Coyne, Kilsallagh
Tommy Coyne, 
Kilsallagh







Teagasc Athenry Pond System 







• Teagasc Athenry Pond System for demo purposes:  €62K



Pond Resources





Pond Conservation is the UK’s national charity dedicated to 
protecting the wildlife of UK’s freshwaters. They have a great 
publication, including creation, planting and troubleshooting


https://content.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/2013/09/Creating-Garden-
Ponds-for-Wildlife.pdf?
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The Million Ponds 
Project (UK) 
Intends to reverse a 
century of pond loss, 
ensuring that once again 
the UK has over one 
million countryside ponds.

This link has a toolkit with 
tons of detailed resources as 

listed on left


https://
freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/
advice-resources/pond-

creation-hub/pond-creation-
toolkit/
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